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Timeline – Smith Chapters 1 + 2






Smith, N.B. (2002). American Reading Instruction. Newark, DE. International Reading Association 

	Year


	Development in Reading Instruction or Literacy

	??? to 4700 BC


	Drawn representations

-Use of gestures or drawing on air

-Transition to drawing on things (sand, bark, stone etc.)

Ideograms

-At first, pictures only of objects

-Later, includes ideas and feelings

Phonograms

-some signs for certain sounds



	4700 BC


	-Stone tablet with oldest alphabet writing

(during reign of Egyptian monarch Sent)

-Only the letter N is the same as the current English alphabet



	2500 BC


	-Egyptians said to have developed letter sound and symbol combinations

-Phoenician alphabet from these early signs or letters, Greeks and then Romans from these



	
	Tablets

-made of stone, wood, with writing etched into it

-fill the center of the tablet with wax, harden, then use a stylus with one pointed and one flat end



	1st Century AD


	Quintilian

-use of wooden tablets with letters for teaching children reading and writing

-early form of “reading textbooks” for children



	
	Hornbook

-attach skin to a slab of wood, covered with a horn

-reusable copies of text

-made of wood, iron, pewter, ivory, silver (gingerbread)



	813 AD


	Council of Mainz-

-requires by decree that children should be taught the “fidem Catholicam et orationium dominicans”



	“Middle Ages”


	Primer

-First books containing religious selections to be taught to children

-generally included: the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and a few Psalms.

-Minimum essentials necessary for one’s spiritual existence



	15th Century


	The ABC

-not a schoolbook – a manual of church services

-often very expensive

-the elementary book of the Catholic Church

-included: the alphabet, the Pater Noster, the Ave Maria, the Credo, and two prayers



	16th and 17th Centuries


	Hoole says:

“The Primer, the Psalter, the Bible are to be used in teaching spelling and reading.  Writing and casting accounts are to be taught.  The Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments and the Catechism are to be known by all”



	1647


	General Court of Massachusetts Law:

“. . . It is therefore ordered that every township in this jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased them to the number of fifty householders, shall then forthwith appoint one within their town to teach all such children as shall resort to him to write and read” (as cited in Smith, 2002, p. 12)



	Up to 1660


	Foster Watson in English Grammar Schools to 1660:

“The Bible was the center of family religious life, known by all members of the family, read aloud morning and evening at family prayers . . . Family and school education were at one, in recognition of the importance of religion” (Smith, 2002, p. 10)



	1670 to 1760s


	Colonists imported Hornbooks - (pictured in Smith, 2002, p. 15)



	1683 to mid 1700s


	The New England Primer

-First reading textbook designed for American colonies

-Printed in London by Gaine

-Wide popularity with Americans, standard textbook of reading instruction throughout the colonial period.

-Included wise rhymes, life lessons and pictures

(pictured in Smith, 2002, p. 21)



	1685


	The Protestant Tutor printed by Sam Green and sold by John Griffin in Boston

-First reading textbook printed in America

-“to all Protestant Parents, Schoolmasters, and School Mistresses of Children.”

-“included “Roman Small letters”, syllabarium, the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, John Rogers’s biography and verses, words of from two to seven syllables, the “Proper Names (from Scripture), a catechism and other religious sections” (in Smith, 2002, p. 17)



	1706 
	Spellers

-Main competition for The New England Primer
-Function was to teach not only spelling, but also reading, religion and morals



	Up to

1740s and 1750s


	-Colonists imported English reading materials

-Psalters, Primers, Bibles, schoolbooks, spelling books etc.



	1747 to 1766


	The 1747 edition of The New England Primer sold 10,000 books

-Franklin and Hall printed and sold 37,100 copies between 1749 and 1766



	1760s
	The New England Psalter used as an example

Psalters

-included lessons in spelling, reading, use of capitals etc.

-included accounts of books of old and new testaments

-introduction to learning and reading “holy scriptures”



	1740 to 1778


	A New Guide to the English Tongue 

-speller

-included 12 little woodcuts – 2 ¾ by 3 inches

-contained lots of secular material

-included fables with strong morals (depart from strictly religious in past)



	1744-late 1700s


	The Child’s New Plaything

-speller

-no pictures

-more secular content

-“intended to make the learning to read a diversion instead of a task.  Consisting of Scripture-Histories, Fables, Stories, Moral and Religious Precepts, Proverbs, Songs, Riddles, Dialogues, etc”(Smith, 2002, p. 26).



	18th Century
	Gingerbread Hornbook

-Basedow, German educator

-hire a school baker for every school

-bribe children to learn alphabet by offering letters to eat when learned



	METHODS OF TEACHING READING



	1612


	Brinsley in “Ludus Literarius”

. . . teach the alphabet by

-requiring student to learn a letter one at a time 

-first find it in the alphabet, then in other contexts 

-then move on to another letter

-More common at the time was to learn the entire alphabet at once



	1660


	According to Hoole:

-Learn the alphabet one letter at a time (like Brinsley suggests)

-Sometimes use a pack of cards with picture cues on one side and a letter on the other side

-After the alphabet, teach a few syllables (one vowel and one consonant combinations)

-Continue until they can interpret new combinations independently



	
	Clifton Johnson in  Old-Time Schools and School-Books-

-After letters and syllables, go to the ABC or Primer

-Work on naming letters and spelling words until they can pronounce the shortest words at first sight



	
	Hoole:

-Once able to read letters and spell, students should memorize Psalms, Prayers etc by heart

-Once able to do this, they move to direct reading of the bible 

-Direct memorization of these necessary from a young age



	
	Oral reading 

-very important during colonial period

-limited reading materials available

-the Bible was the only true common text available to families

-many families still did not own a bible

-high illiteracy rates

-uneducated members of family or community would gather in 

evenings and Sabbaths to listen to oral reading of the Scriptures by one who had mastered the art of reading


