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Outline for Decade x2 Project
Major issues, thrusts, and approaches:
-One major influence was America’s involvement in the second World War


-Brought attention to a massive lack of literacy for many adults.


-Created attention for adult education.

-A major influence was the launch of Sputnik-1 which called into question many of America’s educational focus.


-Shift to teaching science and math

-Why Johnny Can’t Read attacked the “whole word” approach, advocating instead for a return to phonics-based education.

Ties to the past:

-Throughout the 1840s Horace Mann gave annual reports on the state of education to the businessmen of Massachusetts (Steeves et al., 2008, p. 78).

-Though the shift in the 1950s towards standardization really took off, the link between business and education has been around since the 1840s.

-Compulsory schooling for all Americans created an association between America and education.

-A shared experience closely associated with America, an experience that had been associated with America for so long was now seen as inept and possibly harmful to America’s superiority.

-Brown v. the Board of Education was a unanimous decision.  In Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) there was only one dissenting voice claiming the “separate but equal” doctrine put African-Americans in an inherently inferior position.

-There is a large reliance on IQ and a heavy emphasis on “gifted” students, and this categorization had only really been around for a few decades, beginning in the 1920s.
Groundwork to the future:
-Focus on adult literacy, Brown v Board of Education, and focus on reading deficiencies laid the groundwork for the Civil Rights movement as ell as focusing on learning disabilities.  

-Exactly which adults weren’t getting the literacy education they needed wen they came up for service in WWII?

-Passage of the National Defense Education Act would lay the groundwork for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of the Johnson Administration as well as the No Child Left Behind Act of the Bush Administration.

-Sputnik created a “crisis” view of education that hasn’t really gone away; at best it seems to be a twenty-year cycle (Steeves et al., 2009, p. 73-74).

-Sputnik and the NDEA shifted the focus away from reading and focused on science and Math.  This is something that echoes with us today with the STEM initiatives.  

-America began to be viewed in comparison to other countries.  
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